20070410.ba v04_n040.bam.20070410

>From ???@??? Tue Apr 10 09:05:30 2007 -0500
Date: Tue, 10 Apr 2007 14:04:24 GMT
From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 4040
Message-Id: <20070410140425.A17BF4700F7@srvr1.theporch.com>

			    BOATANCHORS Digest 4040

Topics covered in this issue include:

  1) RE: Hallicrafters Panel Refinishing
	by "Mike D." <hrg@cifnet.com>
  2) Re: Hallicrafters Panel Refinishing
	by "Morris Odell" <vilgotch@bigpond.net.au>
  3) Cleaning Variable Caps
	by Robert Nickels <W9RAN@oneradio.net>
  4) Re: Hallicrafters Panel Refinishing
	by "ChasW3KC" <w3kc@verizon.net>
  5) Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
	by Rodger <wq9e@dtnspeed.net>
  6) Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
	by "RICHARD GEORGE" <k6kwq@msn.com>
  7) FS:SX62A,  NC300
	by john <johnmb@nc.rr.com>
  8) Re: Hallicrafters Panel Refinishing
	by John Poulton <jp@cs.unc.edu>
  9) Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
	by David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com>
 10) SX-42 in need of renovation
	by Roy Morgan <roy.morgan@nist.gov>
 11) FS: RMB-5 Dynamotor, BC-906-C frequency meter
	by Roy Morgan <roy.morgan@nist.gov>
 12) Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
	by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
 13) Re: SX-42 in need of renovation
	by "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
 14) RE: Cleaning Variable Caps
	by "Thomas Frobase" <tfrobase@kitparts.com>
 15) Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
	by "Brian A Clarke" <brianclarke01@optusnet.com.au>
 16) Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
	by Robert Nickels <W9RAN@oneradio.net>
 17) Cleaning Variable Caps.
	by Zengmeiste@aol.com
 18) Cleaning Variable Caps.
	by Zengmeiste@aol.com
 19) manuals
	by "PHIL" <signetics@netzero.com>

----------------------------------------------------------------------
From: "Mike D." <hrg@cifnet.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: RE: Hallicrafters Panel Refinishing
Date: Sun, 8 Apr 2007 16:51:47 -0500
Message-ID: <00a101c77a28$1e490190$6600a8c0@GrimesLogging>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

The K9YA Telegraph would be happy to publish an article on panel
refinishing. 

If anyone on the list has experience in this area, please contact me off the
reflector. Thank you.

73 de Mike, N9BOR
K9YA Telegraph
http://www.k9ya.org



> 
> What's missing is a book of instructions on how to paint and 
> make silk screens.  As long as the art is dying out for old 
> radios we better get something on paper before it's too late. 
>  Many a business has only been successful after it has taught 
> its costomers how to use its products.  I don't think the raw 
> materials are likely to vanish soon.  Of course the future 
> may mandate that everything in life be done virtually as we 
> raise our kids in petri dishes..  :-(
> 
> Arden Allen
> KB6NAX
> 
> 

------------------------------
Message-ID: <001201c77a53$cf6ed550$ad00a8c0@Morris1>
From: "Morris Odell" <vilgotch@bigpond.net.au>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Hallicrafters Panel Refinishing
Date: Mon, 9 Apr 2007 13:04:38 +1000
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	format=flowed;
	charset="iso-8859-1";
	reply-type=original
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Arden said:
>
> What's missing is a book of instructions on how to paint and make silk
> screens.

I haven't found a substitute for silk screens just yet, but I have found a 
local auto paint customiser who is very good at matching boatanchor paint 
colours. I have had great success with the custom formulated spray cans he 
makes up from a sample. He does it all by eye with "...a pinch of this and a 
dash of that..." which unfortunately does not lend itself to keeping formula 
records :-( I'm sure there are similar places all over the USA .

After a couple of coats of paint there are various finishing varnishes 
available to get the right texture. (Has anyone seen that fellow in Canada 
who does up Tek scopes in hot rod colours??)

The last job I did was a couple of months ago and he told me he was thinking 
of shutting up shop because there was nobody to pass the business on to. He 
was trying to convince his son to take it over. I would have thought auto 
paint matching would be a good meal ticket. He has always had customers in 
the shop whenever I've been there.

For silk screening, there's probably some product you can print to and then 
transfer, sort of like making PCBs. It might be worth checking artist's 
supply stores. I know it's OT, but they are the only places I can get ferric 
chloride crystals these  days. Too dangerous for the electronics nuts, but 
the arty types need to keep on etchin'

73 de Morris VK3DOC in sunny Melbourne, Australia


------------------------------
Message-ID: <4619B85D.1030609@oneradio.net>
Date: Sun, 08 Apr 2007 22:51:57 -0500
From: Robert Nickels <W9RAN@oneradio.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Cleaning Variable Caps
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1; format=flowed
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I'm working to restore a transmitter that has been stored in a damp area 
and picked up a lot of corrosion.  The plates on  a couple of Hammarlund 
variables are pretty grungy.  In fact when I first applied power there 
was arcing between the plates.   I put some current limiting in series 
and was able to get most of whatever was causing the shorts to burn 
itself away, but I still get occasional arcing.  It's probably flakes of 
plating or something, as the plates are aligned and there is no "hard 
short".   I remember reading somewhere about dipping variables in some 
kind of solution that could clean up the plates.  Not sure that would 
help but I'm willing to give it a try if anyone remembers how this is done.

Thanks and 73,
Bob W9RAN

------------------------------
Date: Sun, 08 Apr 2007 23:54:28 -0400
From: "ChasW3KC" <w3kc@verizon.net>
Subject: Re: Hallicrafters Panel Refinishing
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Message-id: <002d01c77a5a$c5df0080$2f01a8c0@chas>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; format=flowed; charset=iso-8859-1; reply-type=original
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

If you are a do-it-yourselfer, you might want check you 
local county evening art classes for a course on photo 
silkscreen. It's not all that difficult.
73 Chas W3KC 

------------------------------
Message-ID: <461A3A7F.5070500@dtnspeed.net>
Date: Mon, 09 Apr 2007 08:07:11 -0500
From: Rodger <wq9e@dtnspeed.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1; format=flowed
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hi Bob,

I remember reading about someone who boiled them in tomato sauce but I 
believe this referred to aluminum plates and it sounds like yours are 
something else with the plating.  If someone nearby has a large 
ultrasonic cleaner you can access try that, you might try your friendly 
neighborhood jeweler.  A good ultrasonic cleaner will break loose 
anything that is not strongly adhering to the plates and any ultrasonic 
safe (not flammable) cleaning fluid can be used.  A mechanic's part's 
washer might also work but it generally will not break loose the little 
particles that the ultrasonic cleaner will remove.  You will need to 
re-lube the bearings after cleaning.

73, Rodger WQ9E

Robert Nickels wrote:
> I'm working to restore a transmitter that has been stored in a damp 
> area and picked up a lot of corrosion.  The plates on  a couple of 
> Hammarlund variables are pretty grungy.  In fact when I first applied 
> power there was arcing between the plates.   I put some current 
> limiting in series and was able to get most of whatever was causing 
> the shorts to burn itself away, but I still get occasional arcing.  
> It's probably flakes of plating or something, as the plates are 
> aligned and there is no "hard short".   I remember reading somewhere 
> about dipping variables in some kind of solution that could clean up 
> the plates.  Not sure that would help but I'm willing to give it a try 
> if anyone remembers how this is done.
>
> Thanks and 73,
> Bob W9RAN
>
>
>

------------------------------
Message-ID: <BAY136-DAV28EC55B3C279282C69C45F5590@phx.gbl>
From: "RICHARD GEORGE" <k6kwq@msn.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
Date: Mon, 9 Apr 2007 06:50:16 -0700
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: multipart/alternative;
	boundary="----=_NextPart_000_0065_01C77A73.55340A10"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

------=_NextPart_000_0065_01C77A73.55340A10
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

This brings back memories of about 50 years ago. As a young man I =
started out in a radio tv store. My boss showed me the trick of putting =
120 VAC on variables to clean out the dust. He didn't need no stinking =
light bulb in series to limit current. One day was it exciting melting =
variable all over the bench!

12 volt radios are for sissey's real radios can kill you!

Dick

  ----- Original Message -----=20
  From: Robert Nickels<mailto:W9RAN@oneradio.net>=20
  To: Old Tube Radios<mailto:boatanchors@theporch.com>=20
  Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2007 8:51 PM
  Subject: Cleaning Variable Caps


  I'm working to restore a transmitter that has been stored in a damp =
area=20
  and picked up a lot of corrosion.  The plates on  a couple of =
Hammarlund=20
  variables are pretty grungy.  In fact when I first applied power there =

  was arcing between the plates.   I put some current limiting in series =

  and was able to get most of whatever was causing the shorts to burn=20
  itself away, but I still get occasional arcing.  It's probably flakes =
of=20
  plating or something, as the plates are aligned and there is no "hard=20
  short".   I remember reading somewhere about dipping variables in some =

  kind of solution that could clean up the plates.  Not sure that would=20
  help but I'm willing to give it a try if anyone remembers how this is =
done.

  Thanks and 73,
  Bob W9RAN


------=_NextPart_000_0065_01C77A73.55340A10
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*         ---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED---            *
*     This post contains a forbidden message format       *
*  (such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting)  *
*    Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT    *
* If your postings display this message your mail program *
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting  *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

------=_NextPart_000_0065_01C77A73.55340A10--

------------------------------
Message-Id: <6.2.1.2.2.20070409095259.02f98030@pop-server.nc.rr.com>
Date: Mon, 09 Apr 2007 09:56:27 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: john <johnmb@nc.rr.com>
Subject: FS:SX62A,  NC300
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

For Sale

SX62A in nice original condition, working well. This is a plug and play 
radio (ok, the bandswitch could use a minor cleaning, but that's about it). 
No extra holes
$225

NC-300. Working condition, no extra holes, with HB calibrator. Could use an 
alignment, but hears well on all bands. $150

Here's the  catch.... I won't ship. Will meet in Central NC....

Pictures available...thanks!

John K5MO

------------------------------
Date: Mon, 9 Apr 2007 10:02:17 -0400 (EDT)
From: John Poulton <jp@cs.unc.edu>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Hallicrafters Panel Refinishing
Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0704090938200.29365@swan.cs.unc.edu>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Posted this a couple of days ago, but for some reason it never showed up.

Don't know if the refinishing I've done would suit the purist, as it's very 
difficult to capture the nuances of paint color, gloss, font details and
such, but..  The panels I've done certainly look good to my reasonably 
critical eye, and the paint quality and endurance is better than original.

*************
Lynn did great work, but seems to be just plain tired of dealing with customers 
and hassle.  

I'll probably regret this, but..  I've recently worked with a couple of local
vendors to get (a) decent quality wet paint that matches the original Halli
color pretty well, and (b) a screen-maker who delivers very nice artwork and
screening.  

I've refinished several SX-115 panels, an HT-32, several SX-73's (different 
color, of course), and a bunch of TMC GPR-90 variants (yet another "light gray"); 
they turned out very well, and screens are done and on-hand.  I could be pursuaded 
to have screens made for the SX-42, provided there were enough panels to make up a 
cost-effective batch.  My guess:  about $150/panel.  

If anyone's interested, get in touch by email and if there's enough interest, I'll 
start the ball rolling by getting a panel to the screen-maker for artwork generation.  

One absolute rule, however:  this process is slooooow, as in several months.  If 
you're in a hurry, or easily irritated, find someone else to do the job.  

Another excellent panel refinisher:  Dee Almquist, up in Waynesboro, Virginia..
Never done business with him, but have seen some beautiful work that he's done.

73, John K4OZY


On Mon, 9 Apr 2007, Morris Odell wrote:

> Arden said:
> >
> > What's missing is a book of instructions on how to paint and make silk
> > screens.
> 
> I haven't found a substitute for silk screens just yet, but I have found a
> local auto paint customiser who is very good at matching boatanchor paint
> colours. I have had great success with the custom formulated spray cans he
> makes up from a sample. He does it all by eye with "...a pinch of this and a
> dash of that..." which unfortunately does not lend itself to keeping formula
> records :-( I'm sure there are similar places all over the USA .
> 
> After a couple of coats of paint there are various finishing varnishes
> available to get the right texture. (Has anyone seen that fellow in Canada who
> does up Tek scopes in hot rod colours??)
> 
> The last job I did was a couple of months ago and he told me he was thinking
> of shutting up shop because there was nobody to pass the business on to. He
> was trying to convince his son to take it over. I would have thought auto
> paint matching would be a good meal ticket. He has always had customers in the
> shop whenever I've been there.
> 
> For silk screening, there's probably some product you can print to and then
> transfer, sort of like making PCBs. It might be worth checking artist's supply
> stores. I know it's OT, but they are the only places I can get ferric chloride
> crystals these  days. Too dangerous for the electronics nuts, but the arty
> types need to keep on etchin'
> 
> 73 de Morris VK3DOC in sunny Melbourne, Australia
> 
> 
> 

-- 

------------------------------
Message-ID: <10406375.1176129971677.JavaMail.root@elwamui-polski.atl.sa.earthlink.net>
Date: Mon, 9 Apr 2007 09:46:11 -0500 (GMT-05:00)
From: David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=UTF-8
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit


>... Real radios can kill ya!

I have scars to prove that.

------------------------------
Message-Id: <6.0.0.22.2.20070409112104.025a2008@mailserver.nist.gov>
Date: Mon, 09 Apr 2007 11:49:55 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Roy Morgan <roy.morgan@nist.gov>
Subject: SX-42 in need of renovation
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

At 08:49 PM 4/6/2007, you wrote:
>I am  contemplating purchase of a SX-42 in need of renovation.  I am told 
>it is complete just  in need of recapping, resistors, alignment, etc.

Al,

That "just" can lead you to insanity.  I helped work on one not too long 
ago, and fortunately, there's nothing wrong with me ... wrong with me ... 
wrong with me ... wrong with me ...

Seriously, the SX-42 can be an extremely challenging restoration:

  - caps are located BURIED behind delicate and suspect RF and IF coils and 
INSIDE IF cans that are hard to extract.
  - resistors that need replacing are UNDER AND BEHIND stuff you really 
don't want to move.
  - The bandswitch is custom and un - obtainable - if any part of it breaks 
you are up against a very delicate surgery job.  Also, the thing is prone 
to arcing or a leakage path between a B+ point and a grid point.
  - almost every, repeat every, cap needs to be replaced, including the 
postage stamp silver micas that you HOPE are ok but are not.
  - the RF front end coil and switch section has innumerable bad parts 
which are almost completely inaccessible
  - It really takes a sweep method to align the 10.7 mc IF discriminator to 
best performance (Oh, did I mention that the two essential micas in the 
discriminator transformer are INSIDE the can and you can't get it out 
without about two hours of work?)
  - the bandspread in-out clutch shaft can be wrecked if you try to 
dis-assemble it the wrong way (fortunately there are instructions available.)
  -  no two schematic versions agree, and no schematic available will agree 
with the radio you have on the bench.  All voltage and resistance tables 
are suspect.
  - If you are lucky, the one or two bands which show up with one 
thousandth of the expected sensitivity are bands you don't want to use.


  BUT...

Here's the good news:
- there are folks with experience  on them and you can get advice, 
information, encouragement, and consolation.
  - the radio is a SWEETHEART to run once it's in good shape
  - It sounds LOVELY with a good speaker
  - the tubes it uses are not dirt cheap but are available
  - almost no existing radio has it remaining so you don't know you need 
one, but the arrow on the clutch knob has replacement stickers available 
(and they look perfect!)
  - the world has De-Oxit (and you'll need it.)
  - If you REALLY want a first class job and are willing to pay the buck$, 
panel refinishing and re-silkscreening is available (also for the R-42 bass 
reflex speaker)

If you want to see what one looks like when nicely restored, see:
http://isquare.com/personal_pages/ras-hardware.htm
The radio is at:
http://isquare.com/personal_pages/sx42.htm
The speaker is at:
http://isquare.com/personal_pages/hallicrafters-r42.htm

(That's the one I helped with. The one at my place is on the to-do list.)

Roy




- Roy Morgan, K1LKY since 1959 - Keep 'em Glowing
13033 Downey Mill Road, Lovettsville, VA 20180
Phone 540-822-5911   Cell 301-928-7794
Work: Voice: 301-975-3254,  Fax: 301-975-6097
roy.morgan@nist.gov --  

------------------------------
Message-Id: <6.0.0.22.2.20070409122757.0259be60@mailserver.nist.gov>
Date: Mon, 09 Apr 2007 12:30:48 -0400
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
From: Roy Morgan <roy.morgan@nist.gov>
Subject: FS: RMB-5 Dynamotor, BC-906-C frequency meter
Cc: k4cgy@yahoo.com
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

(Posting for a local friend):


From:  Jim, K4CGY, k4cgy@yahoo.com

This is a like new, near mint, likely refurbished
surplus BC-906-C absorption frequency meter. It is a
cavity oscillator type that can also be used as a
signal generator. Covers from about 145 Mhz to 170
Mhz. There are a couple of paint touch ups on the
front panel otherwise it looks like it just came off
the assembly line. The instruction book is included
and is dated 11/25/1942 and is made by Philco also the
calibration chart is included. A stamp on the
instruction book says that it's part of test equipment
IE-46A.  It comes in the original wooden shipping case
that is a little dusty on top but otherwise like new.
I aquired this in 1960 and had forgotten about it
until I started cleaning my dad's house. Has been
stored since then. Buyer to pay shipping. I can take
most any type of payment including paypal. Picture on
request. $45.00


Dynamotor Assy Type CAY-21387A S/N 121 Part of RBM-5
Input 12V @ 10A Output 205V @ 0.15A
This unit has dual dynamotors-voltmeter and control
switchs. Can use one or both dynamotors at the same
time. Switching for two receivers it appears. This
unit is new but has been stored for about 45 years so
case is dusty and could use external cleaning. Inside
looks new and contains the schmetic and all items with
which it originally was shipped. Buyer to pay
shipping. Picture on request. $55.00

Jim Owen K4CGY   k4cgy@yahoo.com

James C. Owen, III K4CGY

------------------------------
Message-ID: <002e01c77acb$03cb3fb0$9ee47443@KB6NAX>
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
Date: Mon, 9 Apr 2007 10:06:50 -0700
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

> .....The plates on  a couple of Hammarlund
> variables are pretty grungy.  .......

The smoother the surfaces on capacitor plates the higher the voltage
breakdown capability.  Before applying any kind of acid or alkaline solution
to the plates they must be removed from the supporting insulators or the
insulators will absorb electrolytic substances and be ruined.  A better
approach would be to bead blast the plates and then replate them, again
removed from the insulators.  If insulator removal would prove to be the
cure worse than the malady bead blast the plates and then coat them with
acrylic insulating varnish.

Arden Allen
KB6NAX

------------------------------
Message-ID: <005a01c77acb$b71ab8c0$9ee47443@KB6NAX>
From: "Arden Allen" <gumbear@pacbell.net>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: SX-42 in need of renovation
Date: Mon, 9 Apr 2007 10:22:52 -0700
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="Windows-1252"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

> That "just" can lead you to insanity.  I helped work on one not too long
> ago, and fortunately, there's nothing wrong with me ... wrong with me ...
> wrong with me ... wrong with me ..

Roy, nothing wrong with you other than the usual post restoration stress
disorder (PRSD) effects.  To avoid recurring symptoms and/or addiction to
outrageously overpriced pharmaceuticals it's important to trust your fellow
boatanchorists to know the details of your ordeal.  Let it all hang out.  We
are your comrades in irons and know your suffering.  Be at peace, stay away
from swap meets and delete those eBay book marks...

Arden Allen
KB6NAX

------------------------------
From: "Thomas Frobase" <tfrobase@kitparts.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: RE: Cleaning Variable Caps
Date: Mon, 9 Apr 2007 20:53:16 -0500
Message-ID: <049901c77b13$0403ee30$0c01010a@tfrobase1>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I have an industrial ultrasonic cleaner, I use it to clean the gears on
R-390A's it is about 10 X 14 if you would like to send you capacitors I'll
give it a shot.  I use water based degreaser in it.  Rinse in clear water
after and then throw it in the oven to dry.  About a 20 minute process.  I
have had excellent success.

I paid my way through college working in a music store, sometimes I got to
work on Fishers and Mac's other time fix Hammond organs.  Hammonds were
unique in the fact that all the tones were generated by discs spun by a
synchronous motor, never out of tune with itself.  The organs vibrato was
generated by a phase shift network run through a variable capacitor with the
shaft being turned by that same synchronous motor, the caps would get gummed
up with dirt, the only way we found to clean them was to disconnect the cap
and pass B+ though it.  It was an effective repair ... tom, N3LLL

-----Original Message-----
From: owner-boatanchors@theporch.com [mailto:owner-boatanchors@theporch.com]
On Behalf Of Rodger
Sent: Monday, April 09, 2007 8:07 AM
To: Old Tube Radios
Cc: Old Tube Radios
Subject: Re: Cleaning Variable Caps

Hi Bob,

I remember reading about someone who boiled them in tomato sauce but I 
believe this referred to aluminum plates and it sounds like yours are 
something else with the plating.  If someone nearby has a large 
ultrasonic cleaner you can access try that, you might try your friendly 
neighborhood jeweler.  A good ultrasonic cleaner will break loose 
anything that is not strongly adhering to the plates and any ultrasonic 
safe (not flammable) cleaning fluid can be used.  A mechanic's part's 
washer might also work but it generally will not break loose the little 
particles that the ultrasonic cleaner will remove.  You will need to 
re-lube the bearings after cleaning.

73, Rodger WQ9E

Robert Nickels wrote:
> I'm working to restore a transmitter that has been stored in a damp 
> area and picked up a lot of corrosion.  The plates on  a couple of 
> Hammarlund variables are pretty grungy.  In fact when I first applied 
> power there was arcing between the plates.   I put some current 
> limiting in series and was able to get most of whatever was causing 
> the shorts to burn itself away, but I still get occasional arcing.  
> It's probably flakes of plating or something, as the plates are 
> aligned and there is no "hard short".   I remember reading somewhere 
> about dipping variables in some kind of solution that could clean up 
> the plates.  Not sure that would help but I'm willing to give it a try 
> if anyone remembers how this is done.
>
> Thanks and 73,
> Bob W9RAN
>
>
>


------------------------------
Message-ID: <00e601c77b16$7a86cca0$0202a8c0@Belkin>
From: "Brian A Clarke" <brianclarke01@optusnet.com.au>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
Date: Tue, 10 Apr 2007 12:18:06 +1000
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Not a good idea to coat variable capacitor plates with anything but 
metal. 
If you add an acrylic varnish, you increase the dielectric coefficient 
between the plates. This means you will no longer have the minimum 
capacity available - and the maximum will have increased, too.

73 de Brian, VK2GCE

------------------------------
Message-ID: <461AF963.60608@oneradio.net>
Date: Mon, 09 Apr 2007 21:41:39 -0500
From: Robert Nickels <W9RAN@oneradio.net>
MIME-Version: 1.0
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: Re: Cleaning Variable Caps
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1; format=flowed
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Thomas Frobase wrote:
> I have an industrial ultrasonic cleaner, I use it to clean the gears on
> R-390A's it is about 10 X 14 if you would like to send you capacitors I'll
> give it a shot.
>   
Hi Tom,

That would be a really handy item to have in the shop, and I'll keep 
your offer in mind.  (By the way, we met at Peoria last year).

Thanks for all the suggestions guys, I posted a few pics of one of the 
caps in question here if you'd like to see what the grunge looks like:

http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v652/ranickel/Grungy%20Capacitor/

I think I'll try a few of your suggestions in least-aggressive sequence, 
and see what I can learn. 

Thanks and 73,
Bob W9RAN

------------------------------
From: Zengmeiste@aol.com
Message-ID: <d6b.399c317.334c6d65@aol.com>
Date: Tue, 10 Apr 2007 00:32:37 EDT
Subject: Cleaning Variable Caps.
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
CC: W9RAN@oneradio.net (Robert Nickels)
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="part1_d6b.399c317.334c6d65_boundary"


--part1_d6b.399c317.334c6d65_boundary
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*         ---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED---            *
*     This post contains a forbidden message format       *
*  (such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting)  *
*    Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT    *
* If your postings display this message your mail program *
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting  *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

--part1_d6b.399c317.334c6d65_boundary--

------------------------------
From: Zengmeiste@aol.com
Message-ID: <cda.c00aab0.334c6e8d@aol.com>
Date: Tue, 10 Apr 2007 00:37:33 EDT
Subject: Cleaning Variable Caps.
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="part1_cda.c00aab0.334c6e8d_boundary"


--part1_cda.c00aab0.334c6e8d_boundary
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*         ---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED---            *
*     This post contains a forbidden message format       *
*  (such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting)  *
*    Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT    *
* If your postings display this message your mail program *
* is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting  *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

--part1_cda.c00aab0.334c6e8d_boundary--

------------------------------
Message-ID: <001301c77c42$4f642f40$437ef904@w3n2t5>
From: "PHIL" <signetics@netzero.com>
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>
Subject: manuals
Date: Wed, 11 Apr 2007 10:04:23 -0400
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

House cleaning.
photo copy of instruction manual for Siemens model 32 radio with schematic
Written in German. Two booklets, one with 4 pages and the second
with 16 pages. This is probably an earlier peoples radio
$2.50 shipped in manila envelop, $4.50 shipped in padded envelop

Photocopy of part of TM30-430 dated 15 Oct 46   Covers radios
and telephones used by the Russian Army.. Pages IX-44 to IX-80
A few schematics. Text and Schematics good copies. Photos poor
$5.00 in manila envelop or $70 in padded envelop.

TM-2424  instruction msnusl  for radio sound.  Tattered condition but
appears
to be complete. no shematics. Transmitter uses a 3A5 on 72mcs
Ground receiver is a National 1-10 with a S meter.
$2.50 shipped in manila envelop or $4.50 shipped in padded envelop.

All manuals shipped in CONUS
Phil   signetics@netzero.com

------------------------------

End of BOATANCHORS Digest 4040
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